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Woodside Building, Monash Clayton Campus – 1st December 2022

Pioneering the future



Programme

8:30 – 9:00 Reception and registration
Ground floor open 

spaces

9:00 – 9:15 Welcome: A/Professor Timothy Scott LG02

9:15 – 9:45 Keynote 1: Dr. Oliver Hutt LG02

9:45 – 10:15 Keynote 2: Dr. Alexa Delbosc LG02

10:45 – 11:00 Morning tea
Ground floor open 

spaces

11:00 – 12:30 Research presentations: Session A
(Rooms 1.02, 1.04, 

1.06, 1.10)

12:30 – 14:15 Lunch + Poster & Exhibit Session Level 1 open spaces

15:30 – 15:45 Afternoon tea
Ground floor open 

spaces

– 16:30 ‘Life after your Ph.D.’ Panel session

16:30    17:00

Networking and drinks

15:45

Awards and close–

LG02

LG02

LG02Keynote 3: Dr. Richard Parsons10:15 –10:45

Research presentations: Session B14:15 – 15:30

17:00    18:00– Ground floor open 

spaces
Networking and drinks

(Rooms 1.02, 1.04, 

1.06, 1.10)

Woodside Building, Monash Clayton Campus – 1st December 2022



Keynote Speakers:
09:00 – 10:45: LG02, Woodside Building, Monash Clayton

Dr. Alexa Delbosc
Alexa is a Senior Lecturer in the Institute of Transport Studies, Faculty of Civil 

Engineering at Monash University. After graduating from Harvard with a Masters in 

social psychology, Alexa wanted to apply her social science research skills to solve 

real-world problems. Her research has covered such topics as the impact of transport 

on psychological well-being, understanding the psychology of fare evasion and 

exploring the changing mobility of the millennial generation. This last project has 

earned her a prestigious Discovery Early Career Research Award from the Australian 

Research Council.

Dr. Oliver Hutt
Oliver Hutt is the CEO at Boron Molecular. Dr. Hutt completed his doctoral studies 

at the Australian National University in 2005 and then two post-doctoral stints in 

the School of Pharmacy at The University of Kansas and The University of 

Minnesota, respectively. Dr. Hutt then worked at CSIRO from 2009-2019 as a 

Research Scientist. In 2014, Dr Hutt was promoted Research Group Leader of the 

CSIRO Chemicals and Polymer Group. He completed his MBA with Torrens 

University in 2018 and then joined Boron Molecular in 2019. He spent three years 

in Business Development at Boron Molecular commercialising Australian science 

and is now the CEO, from May 2022. 

Richard is the Founder and CEO of Kite Magnetics, a venture-back aerospace 

manufacturing company based in Melbourne Australia. Prior to founding Kite 

Magnetics, Richard worked as a researcher at Monash University for year 

years where he developing new magnetic materials specifically for ultra-high 

performance electric motors. In 2021 he left academia to start Kite Magnetics as a 

spinout company from Monash university in order to commercialise a new 

materials technology he co-invented that is being used to produce a new generation 

of smaller, lighter and more efficient electric motors for use on electric aircraft so 

that they can fly further and carry more.

Dr. Richard Parsons

ZOOM: 
Meeting ID: 829 8428 4551
Passcode: 704013
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PhD alumni Panel members:
‘Life after your Ph.D.’
15:45 – 16:30: LG02, Woodside Building, Monash Clayton

Dr. Mitra Nosratpour
Mitra is a product development technologist currently working at Riverina oils and 

Bio energy. Having spent the almost 10 years studying food science, culminating 

with the completion of her PhD in Chemical Engineering at Monash University, 

focusing on the fortification of dairy products with omega-3 fatty acids. Mitra now 

believes that consumers need to be opened up, to be exposed and introduced to new 

food products and tastes, so that they can truly experience the cutting-edge 

advancements that science is bringing us in terms of food variety.

Dr. Rodrigo Curvello
Rodrigo is a biomedical engineer with knowledge in biomaterials, cancer, and 

organoid models. He completed his Bachelor in Biomedical Engineering and 

Science and Technology at the Federal University of ABC in Brazil and was 

awarded the best graduate by the Brazilian Council of Engineering. He obtained his 

PhD from Monash University in 2020 and won the Mollie Holman Award for the 

best thesis within the Faculty of Engineering. Currently, Rodrigo is a postdoctoral 

researcher in the 3D Cancer Models Group led by Professor Daniela Loessner.

Dr. Mayer Melhem
Mayer is a lead engineer at the Department of Transport Victoria and an adjunct 

structural engineering research associate plus teaching associate in the Department of 

Civil Engineering at Monash University. He received his PhD in Structural 

Engineering at Monash University. Mayer has prior biomedical science research 

experience, but his current research interests lie in applying structural reliability 

methods in bridges. Mayer is also passionate about engineering education, with prior 

experience in teaching.

ZOOM: 
Meeting ID: 829 8428 4551
Passcode: 704013



PhD alumni Panel members:
‘Life after your Ph.D.’
15:45 – 16:30: LG02, Woodside Building, Monash Clayton

Dr. Farhana Naznin
Farhana was awarded her PhD in Transportation Engineering from Monash 

University in 2016. Before commencing her PhD study, she was working as a 

university lecturer in Bangladesh. Her major area of interest is road safety and traffic 

engineering. After completing PhD, Farhana started working as a research fellow at 

Institute of Transport Studies, Monash University and then moved to Australian 

Road Research Board (ARRB) in 2019 where she was working as a senior 

professional in the Transport Safety Team. Recently, she joined the Department of 

Transport (DoT) in their Movement and Safety Team.

Panel session chaired by:

Dr. Andrew Stephens
Research Fellow, Department of Mechanical and 

Aerospace Engineering at Monash University 

Contact: Eng-PostGrads@monash.edu  


